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From the Principal’s Desk 

Dear Families, 

 

Welcome to October!  The first month of school has flown by so quickly – thanks in 

part to such a smooth transition back to school.  In many cases it seems as if our 

students and staff never left.  It was nice to see those of you who were able to join 

us for our Open House sessions.  If you were unable to attend and have any 

questions about routines, grading or curriculum, please reach out to your child’s 

teacher/s.   

 

We have hit the ground running and we will soon be sending home our first 

progress reports. On October 20, students in kindergarten through grade 8 will 

bring home their mid-term progress report.  This progress report will give 

parents/guardians information about how their child/children are progressing 

toward standards in academic areas. Teachers in kindergarten through grade 

four will focus on English Language Arts (ELA), Mathematics and behavioral 

expectations.  Teachers in grades five through eight will focus on all academic 

courses, including Spanish and Health.  Special area teachers who teach music, 

art and PE will also evaluate students at progress note time.  Students will not 

receive letter grades for these specials, but progress toward meeting the standards 

will be noted.  Progress toward meeting behavioral expectations for students in 

grades five through eight will be submitted by homeroom teachers, but all teachers 

who see middle school students will provide input. After you review your child’s 

progress report, please contact your child’s homeroom teacher if you have 

questions regarding attendance, grades, or progress.   

 

If your child receives specialized instruction or support with one of our resource 

room teachers or intervention services through our MTSS/RTI process, an update 

on progress toward their goals will be included with progress notes at the end of 

the first trimester in early December. Again, please reach out to homeroom 

teachers if you have specific questions relating to any of these reports.   

 

Also in October, all students in grades K-8 will be taking the NWEA standardized 

assessment that will indicate progress in the areas of Reading, Language, Math 

and Science.  This is an adaptive, computerized assessment that will be taken over 
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the course of one or two subject area sessions.  These results will be used to inform 

and individualize instruction and support for students.  Results of student 

progress will be reviewed with families during our parent-teacher conferences 

(December 9 and 10) and will be sent home in our end of trimester reports on 

December 7.  Teachers will reach out prior to that with any areas of particular 

concern.  

 

If you pay attention to local news, you may be aware of the national shortage of 

bus drivers and delivery drivers.  Fortunately this shortage has not impacted 

transportation for Eastford and the schools we send students to for high school, 

but some neighboring districts have been greatly impacted.  A trickle-down effect 

has impacted our interscholastic sports schedule resulting in many schools having 

to cancel their scheduled games.  We have subscribed to a notification/alert 

system that will enable us to automatically notify families more efficiently than 

our current email system in the event that we are faced with a bus driver 

shortage, or other last minute emergency, where we cannot provide transportation 

or need to unexpectedly close school.  We will provide additional details about this 

as soon as the system is up and running for us.   

 

Although we hope that we do not have any weather related closings or delays for 

quite some time, I want to inform you that we will typically call two-hour delays 

on inclement weather mornings. If there is a morning delay, school will begin at 

10:45 am.  Students can begin arriving at 10:25.  Half day preschool students 

will NOT attend if there is a two-hour delayed opening.  When there is a two-hour 

delayed opening, the morning child-care program will also operate on a two-hour 

delay.  They will open at 9:00.   

 

When the weather is inclement, notification of NO SCHOOL or late opening is 

announced over WINY radio (Putnam). Announcements also appear on Channel 30 

(NBC Connecticut) and Channel 3 (WFSB). If you visit the websites of the 

television stations, you can sign up to have them notify you by email or text 

message when a school is closing early or opening late. Tune your radio or 

television to one of these for any NO SCHOOL and delayed opening 

announcements. This information will also be available on our school’s website. We 

will likely also be able to use our new notification system for these types of closings 

as well – again more will follow soon regarding that.   

 

Please mark your calendars regarding a “No School” day this month.  October 

11 is Columbus Day and since this is a holiday for all staff and students, the 

Before and After School Program (BASP) will not be in session. In November, 

there will be “No School” on November 11 for Veterans Day and school will be 

closed November 24-26 for the Thanksgiving Holiday.   

 

We are excited to have received grant funding for after school programming.  

Please carefully review the separate packet (also sent via email) that outlines our 

Eastford CARES program and the various opportunities for all students that it 



Eastford Elementary School Newsletter  October 2021 
  Page 3 of 31 

will provide – including childcare, enrichment, academic support and STEM 

activities.  Permission slips to attend these programs are included in the Eastford 

CARES packet.  Programming begins October 4 – so don’t delay in signing 

up!   

 

A reminder to people who utilize the school playground or access the 

nature trail when school is not in session:  If you, or someone you know, bring 

a dog onto school property, please be considerate and clean up after it. Students 

use the playground and the nature trail and we would like to keep the area as 

sanitary as possible.   

 

Fire Prevention:  October is fire prevention month and as is typical, the Eastford 

Independent Fire Company will visit to bring awareness regarding fire safety.  On 

October 13, all students will participate in a fire drill and students in PK-grade 3 

will have the opportunity to view the fire trucks, fire equipment and gear worn 

and used by the firefighters. Students will also practice a bus evacuation when 

they arrive at school on the bus in the morning.  

 

We appreciate the many parents and community members who volunteer at the 

school.  To abide by COVID safety protocols, we are not able to have you in to 

volunteer in classrooms this year, but we do have a number of active parent 

organizations that are in need of new members. 

 

Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) 

The PTO is a vital link between the school community and the parents it serves. 

Thus, parents are urged to join and take an active part in the PTO. The PTO 

raises money to provide Eastford Elementary School with cultural programs, 

assemblies and other specific needs as they occur. The group also runs book fairs 

and supports student activities on a regular basis. All parents are invited to all 

meetings and are encouraged to contact Eastford Elementary School for more 

information or to get answers to questions regarding the PTO. The PTO meetings 

will be held virtually on the second Tuesday of each month at 6:00 PM. Please 

contact the school to get the Zoom login information. Please feel free to email PTO 

president, Lauren Barlow, at pto@eastfordct.org if you have any questions. Prior to 

each PTO meeting, there is a PAC (principal advisory committee) meeting.  This is 

open 30 minutes prior to any scheduled PTO meeting and is designed to give 

parents the opportunity to bring questions or concerns regarding the school, school 

programs, procedures, or school events that you may be concerned about.  Again, 

all are welcome to attend. This meeting will use the PTO meeting Zoom link and 

open at 5:30 PM.    

 

Middle School Fund-Raising Committee 

Parents of middle school students typically meet to raise funds for the eighth 

grade trip to Washington, D.C. Their major, yearly event has been the Goods and 

Services Auction. At this time, we are considering a Goods and Services 

Auction in early March.  We are hopeful that our students will be able to attend 

mailto:pto@eastfordct.org
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their trip this year.  For this to be successful, we will need the support of many 

volunteers – especially from our middle school grades.  Proceeds are SHARED 

among all middle school grades to start building a balance so that the trip can be 

fully funded for students.  Look for more communication soon from our Auction 

chair, Mrs. Jennifer Larkin.   

 

Sports Boosters 

Parents of middle school students formed this group a number of years ago to 

support the interscholastic sports program. The sports boosters raise money to 

purchase items that are not covered in the Eastford Board of Education budget. 

Meetings are announced via the website, email or newsletter. Please contact Kate 

Korner at sportsboosters@eastfordct.org for more information.    

 

Readiness Council 

The Readiness Council consists of town and school officials, parents of children 

who are younger than kindergarten age and community members. The Readiness 

Council monitors the Readiness grant and makes recommendations regarding the 

Eastford Readiness program. At the beginning of each scheduled meeting, there is 

an opportunity for public input.  Any parents who are interested in joining the 

Council are welcome to do so.  For the time being, these meetings will be held 

virtually on the first Tuesday of each month.  The next meeting of the Readiness 

Council is scheduled for October 5 at 5:30 PM.  Please contact the school for 

information on how to join this virtual meeting.   

 

Car Rider Line – Morning Drop Of 

Thank you for your patience and cooperation with our car rider line.  The 

process has been going smoother than expected thanks to YOU!  

At both the morning drop off and afternoon pick up times, the parking lot 

maintains a one-way traffic flow pattern.  All vehicles should enter the 

main entrance on Westford Road near the school sign.  All vehicles should 

exit up the hill by the town office building. Students should not arrive at 

school prior to 8:25 AM unless they are participating in the Before School childcare 

program.  Families that drop their children off in the morning, please make sure 

that you are not passing vehicles that are in front of you. Please stay in line in the 

car rider drop off line and pull as far forward as possible before letting your 

children out of your vehicle, and then wait to leave until the vehicle in front of you 

has begun to exit the drop off area. This ensures that students have been received 

by the staff members on duty and that the driving area is clear. We can operate 

two lines for drop off in the morning – similar to the way the afternoon line 

operates. Thank you for your cooperation with this process in the interest of safety. 

 

Afternoon Pick-up Reminder 

Our afternoon pick-up process has been extremely efficient!  So much so, that we 

have regularly dismissed all of the students by about 3:35 each day. It is important 

to remember that students who live within walking distance of the school are 

walking along the side of the driveway near the Town Office Building and along 

mailto:sportsboosters@eastfordct.org
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-
ND 

the side of Westford Road.  Drivers should be extremely cautious during pick up 

time for everyone’s safety!  Please do not block the path of the buses that are 

loading students at the front of the building. To stay on schedule, they need to pull 

out to begin their route once the bus is loaded.  

 

 

Attention Parents of Eighth Grade Students: Eighth grade students have 

multiple high school choices.  Woodstock Academy is our designated high school, 

but transportation is also provided to, Killingly VoAg, Arts at the Capitol Theater 

(ACT), Quinebaug Middle College (QMC), and Ellis Tech.  Other area schools are 

also a possibility, but NO transportation is provided.  If you plan to attend a school 

that we do not provide transportation to, you will need to request permission in 

writing from our Superintendent, Dr. Donna Leake. Typically, these schools offer 

Open House events themselves for interested students and families. With COVID 

safety in mind, some of these will be in-person and some will be held virtually. We 

will keep students and families informed as soon as we receive information from 

the high schools. Please contact Ms. Murana, school counselor, with questions 

regarding high school choices, Open Houses and the application process.      

 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us at school if you have any questions or concerns.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Carole McCombe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://jobsanger.blogspot.com/2012/08/tx-gop-wants-to-destroy-public-education.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Virtual Tutoring 
Opportunity 

 

Presented by: The Woodstock Academy’s National Honor Society 

 

All subjects offered! Students in Grades 5-8 only. 

Meet with a Woodstock Academy student one-on-one via Zoom in the privacy of 

your own home! 

 

If interested, email Mia Ruggeri at The Woodstock Academy 

mruggeri2022@woodstockacademy.org 

In your email to Mia, please include: 

• The subject in which your student needs support 

• A preferred day and time that you’re available for tutoring 
 

mailto:mruggeri2022@woodstockacademy.org
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PTO News  

 
Fall Greetings from the PTO! Fall Things are happening at EES! While we still are cautious 
about Covid, the PTO is delighted to be hosting/ sponsoring fundraisers to help support the 
students, teachers and faculty at EES.  
 

 
 
 Starting out this month we hold our 

annual sign contest for Grades 1-8! This contest 
is to support our students by having our children 
design a new sign that welcomes everyone to 
EES. This year's theme is “Choose Kindness”. 
We are also holding a Flower Power Bulb 
Fundraiser. The Top earner will receive a pizza 
party for the class and 2nd and 3rd place 
winners will receive gift certificates to the fall 
book fair.  Lastly, we’re excited to bring in a 
guest speaker for grades PreK-6. Dana 
Meachen Rau, author of the “Who Was” book 
series, will be coming to Eastford Elementary 
for a special presentation!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As always we will meet on the second Tuesday of the month via zoom at 6:30pm. Please join 
us and play an important role in building a strong community in your child’s school! Email 
Principal, Carole McCombefor the Zoom link cmccombe@eastfordct.org.  
 

Upcoming Events: 
 
10/8 Last day to turn in Sign Contest entries 
 
10/12 PTO meeting Via Zoom 6:30pm  
 
10/15 Last Day to submit online orders for Flower Bulb Fundraiser 
 
11/12 Author Dana Meachen Rau Visit for grades PreK-6 

 

 

mailto:cmccombe@eastfordct.org
mailto:cmccombe@eastfordct.org
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Student Services – Mrs. Chretien, Director 

As we move into fall with the beautiful Connecticut foliage, I want to share my 
appreciation for the “branches” of our pupil services department. Special welcome to new 
members Mrs. Volpe and Ms. Rogers. 
 

• Special Education Teachers:  Mrs. Trish Moran, Mrs. Heather Volpe & Mrs. Christine Kopplin 
(PK) 

• Speech/language Pathologist: Mrs. Rachelle Mauer 

• School Counselor:  Ms. Stephanie Murana 

• Contracted service providers through EASTCONN:  Occupational Therapist: Ms. Devon Rogers; 
Physical Therapist:  Dr. Annie Ferron; Board Certified Behavioral Analyst, Ms. Erin Crosby 

Supporting the Pupil Services department, of course, is the entire Eastford Elementary School 
Community.  Should you have concerns about your child at EES, please speak to your child’s teacher.  
We have a multi-tiered system of supports available. If you have concerns about children less than 33 
months, contact Birth-to-Three at 1-800-505-7000 or visit birth23.org for information and online / 
printable referral forms.  (Please share this information with anyone who might need it.) Further, the 
district is responsible for “CHILD FIND” identification of anyone residing in the district from ages 33 
months on up through graduation, including those who are in private schools or Home Schooling. 

CT’s State Department of Education is increasing its support for families and educators. One such 
support is Sparkler, available to all CT families for children ages 0-5.  You can download the Sparkler 
app free from the App Store or Google Play Store.  It will help families to monitor their child’s growth 
and development and will suggest fun, off-screen activities.  More information is available at: 
http://playsparkler.org/connecticut 

If you have questions, please contact me at mchretien@eastfordct.org.  Other helpful links are 
provided below.  

CT Department of Education Bureau of Special Education 
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Special-Education/Bureau-of-Special-Education 
 
Eastford website: forms and helpful information 
https://www.eastfordct.org/Page/2795 
 
CT Parent Advocacy Center 
http://cpacinc.org/    
338 Main Street, Niantic, CT 06357 
Phone 860-739-3089, Toll Free 800-445-2722 
Email   cpac@cpacinc.org 
 

file:///C:/Users/chretien/Downloads/birth23.org
http://playsparkler.org/connecticut
mailto:mchretien@eastfordct.org
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Special-Education/Bureau-of-Special-Education
https://www.eastfordct.org/Page/2795
http://cpacinc.org/
mailto:cpac@cpacinc.org
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Health Office News – Mrs. Roto, 

R.N., B.S.N., C.C.R.N. 

 

 

 

Hello Families. 

For over a year now, I have been repeating my message; hand hygiene, masks, 

distancing, cleaning and ventilation. The information has evolved as we’ve learned 

more about this virus, but the basic plan for wellness stays the same. 

Our procedures and policies are currently in line with what the Department of 

Health and State Department of Education recommends.    

If your student has symptoms of COVID- like illness or exposure to a confirmed 

COVID case, consult your provider and/or test for COVID.  Your provider may 

order a test directly or students can be tested without an order form their primary 

care provider. 

If a provider isn’t consulted and you choose to test independently, the use of home 

tests is not considered reliable for returning to the school setting according to 

the Connecticut State Department of Health (CT DPH).  As long as the test taken 

is a “molecular test” (PCR or Antigen test) and is analyzed in accordance with 

laboratory standards, we can accept the results. The state has posted guidance 

regarding all the up to date requirements for achieving in-person learning for our 

schools: 

https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Covid-19-Knowledge-Base/COVID-19-Testing 

NDDH COVID-19 webpage and COVID-19 Vaccination Page. 

Our partner the Northeast District Department of Health has local testing 

information below. 

Generations Family Health Center Testing Information - Danielson & Willimantic 

- For current COVID-19 testing times, call Generations COVID-19 Info Line (860) 

450-5508. 

Danielson Pharmacy is an eTrueNorth COVID-19 Testing Site 

 CVS Pharmacy - Putnam and Brooklyn - by appointment         

https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Covid-19-Knowledge-Base/COVID-19-Testing
https://www.nddh.org/services/emergency-preparedness/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccination/
https://www.nddh.org/services/emergency-preparedness/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccination/
https://www.genhealth.org/covid-19-testing
http://www.danielsonpharmacy.com/html/index.aspx?page=home
https://doineedacovid19test.com/
https://www.cvs.com/minuteclinic/covid-19-testing


Eastford Elementary School Newsletter  October 2021 
  Page 11 of 31 

 United Community and Family Services Testing Information 

 Day Kimball Healthcare offers drive-thru testing for COVID-19 at 6 South Main 

Street in Putnam for its patients who have a valid doctor's order.  

When you need to keep a child home for any illness, please reach out to me.  We 

can discuss the symptoms/exposure and what the return plan will be.   

  

Although the positivity rate in Connecticut is relatively low, there are still cases 

surfacing in our area.  Until the pandemic is considered resolved, we need to be 

vigilant and continue to follow the guidance provided by the state. 

 

Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions or concerns regarding our 

safety plan or any health issue you would like to discuss regarding your student. 

 

Music Room – Mr. Tomanelli & Mr. Burgess 

Greetings Parents and Guardians:  

 

Welcome to the 2021-22 school year!  I am delighted to be starting my third year at 

Eastford School and will be teaching pre-K-8, classroom music on Tuesday’s and 

Wednesday’s.  Below is a snapshot of what is planned for the year.   

 

September-February: instrumental performance, a little singing in a safe way,  

music theory, moving to beats, reading rhythms and reading music. 

 

Grades Pre-K and K:  Rhythm Sticks  Grade 5: Ukulele 

Grade 1: Xylophones    Grade 6: Hand Drum 

Grade 2: Hand Bells    Grade 7: Piano 

Grade 3: Hand Chimes and Recorders.  Grade 8: Ukulele, Piano, Hand 

Grade 4: Boom Whackers                                  Drums, Guitar  

 

April through May - All Grades, K-8 will be learning songs for Memorial 

Day as well as continuing to learn about listening, performing and 

moving to music. 

 

Grades 7 and 8 will be piloting a new Music Production class where they will 

learn about creating and producing songs and movies with Garage Band and 

iMovie.  

 

The music department also has a website for students to practice songs and music 

activities at home.  Go to the Eastford School Website and click on Faculty: 

Special Areas and Resource, then click on Mr. Tomanelli and click on the 

green Music at Eastford School.  Once at the website, you can select the 

appropriate class links at the top of the home page and choose from a number of 

musical activities to practice. 

https://www.ucfs.org/covid-19/
https://www.daykimball.org/coronavirus-covid-19/
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Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me at 860-974-1130 (leave me a message and I 

will get back to you the same day), or jtomanelli@eastfordct.org (I’ll respond the 

same day) if you have any questions or concerns.  I’d also be happy to set up an 

appointment to meet with you in person as well. 

    

Musically yours, Mr. Tomanelli 
  
 

The Instrumental Music program is off to a great start. Continuing students 

are hard at work and beginning students are making their first sounds. Students 

at both levels are enrolled in my Google Classroom courses which are the 

primary way of communication. Although I am only at Eastford on Thursdays, I 

check my e-mail throughout the week. Parents should feel free to contact me 

at dburgess@eastforct.org. 

 

 

Mr. Burgess 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jtomanelli@eastfordct.org
mailto:dburgess@eastforct.org
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Art News – Ms. Budd 

Hello, my name is Rebekah Budd and I am very pleased to be teaching art this 

year. I graduated from EES a decade ago and this past spring graduated from 

School of the Museum of Fine Arts at Tufts University with my BFA. This year, in 

art, we will be exploring a range of mediums. Our current unit is paper making. I 

am teaching the students how to make paper out of recycled cardboard and other 

found items. Additionally, over the course of the year, each K through 8 student 

will be filling their own sketchbook. Another exciting thing happening this year is 

that each middle school class will have their own art show at the Eastford Public 

Library. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about what we're 

creating in the art room, rbudd@eastfordct.org. 

 

 

            
 

 

 

Schedule for student art displays at  

the Ivy Glenn Memorial Public Library: 

 

October 18-November 1:     Grade 5 student work 

November 1-November 15:  Grade 6 student work 

November 15-November 29:  Grade 7 student work 

November 29-December 13:  Grade 8 student work 
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Noticias de Español – Señora DePercio 

Grade 5 

 

Students in Grade 5 have currently been studying their classroom contraseñas. 

These are twelve phrases which I consider to be our classroom “passwords.” In 

order to stay in the target language and move through our lessons, students need 

to know how to say phrases such as Tengo una pregunta (I have a question), Repite 

por favor (Repeat, please) and of course, ¿Qué significa? (What does ___ 

mean?). After mastering these phrases, fifth graders will dive into our first unit 

exploring Puerto Rico! 

 

 

Grade 6 

 

Grade 6 has begun their travels! They received their class passport and have 

begun their exploration of El Salvador. In this unit, students will be studying la 

familia or the family. Specifically, they are studying the children’s song A Tapar 

La Calle in which family members and fruit are mentioned in a rhyming pattern. 

Sixth grade students have discovered that many of our children’s songs are 

actually used to help learn important words and practice rhyming skills! At the 

end of the unit, they will create their own family tree and present it to the class. 

 

 

Grades 7 and 8 

 

Grades 7 and 8 are both studying South America this year. Specifically, we are 

starting the year off in Chile by studying El Día de Independencia.  

 

Grade 7 has begun the year by studying their interrogativos, or 

interrogatives, Quién, Dónde, Cuándo, Por qué and Cómo while learning all about 

the similarities and differences between our Independence Day celebrations and 

Chile’s! Seventh graders will then begin work on recognizing and responding to 

questions asked by me! 

 

Grade 8 is stepping up to the challenge this year in Spanish. Already comfortable 

with their interrogatives, eighth graders are now practicing independently forming 

questions and responding accurately to questions posed by peers. They are 

utilizing their knowledge of present tense -AR verbs and subject pronouns to 

recognize what question is being asked, to or about whom the question is being 

asked, and then providing the correctly conjugated verb and associated 

vocabulary—NOT an easy feat! 
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Enrichment News – Mrs. Lynch  

Grade K scientists are working hard with our unit on weather.  We know that 

weather describes what is happening outside on any given day.  We created a list 

of words to describe the weather (sunny, cloudy, wet, humid, etc.).    We are 

currently working on connecting seasons with the months that go with them.  

 In grade 1, our scientists are studying animals and their characteristics, with a 

focus on how specific characteristics allow animals to survive.  We have completed 

an activity that helped us learn about birds and their beaks.  Now, we understand 

how different kinds of beaks work, and how this makes a difference in what birds 

eat. 

 Grade 2 scientists are learning about states of matter (solids, liquids, and 

gases).  We have studied examples of each of these in the world around us.  We 

will soon be learning that heat can help turn a solid into a liquid (which is called 

melting), and that a liquid will turn into a solid when it freezes.      

 Donna R. Lynch, Science and Enrichment 
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Grade 1 News – Mrs. Rhynhart 

First graders were busy using their scientific skills of inquiry and observation in 

the month of September as they grew green hair (grass!) for their first-grade 

buddies. We will continue using our scientific skills into October as we observe the 

changes happening around us as the summer season changes to fall!  We will also 

work on growing our "reading muscles" as we learn new sight words (words we can 

just look at and read), new letter and sound patterns, and new reading strategies 

to help us read more and more books! We will also grow our "math muscles" as we 

strengthen our understanding of the addition process and move from adding with 

pictures or objects to learning strategies to add with just the numbers. We are 

looking forward to an exciting month ahead! 
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Grade 4 News – Ms. Dill 

 

Throughout the month of September, grade 4 students learned skills to “read” 

maps. Students learned about continents/oceans, cardinal/intermediate directions, 

map scale, latitude/longitude, and vocabulary to discuss navigating the many 

kinds of maps. To celebrate the unit’s end, students used a chocolate chip cookie to 

make a treasure map!     
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Math News – Mrs. Barlow 

First of all I would like to introduce myself to those of you who do not know me. 

My name is Jennifer Barlow and I will be teaching middle school math at EES.  I 

am truly looking forward to this year.  As you may know I have been a substitute 

teacher here in Eastford for several years and taught 3rd and 4th grade in 

Vermont prior to starting my family. I have always loved math but was the 

student that had to put in extra time and work to understand and do well.  I have 

my bachelor's degree in Elementary Education and a minor in Mathematics.  I am 

currently working on my masters in Curriculum and Teaching in Mathematics 

and scheduled to finish this upcoming year. I am certified in Elementary 

Education and Middle School Mathematics.  

 

I have three kids of my own and two of them are at EES.  I also attended EES 1st-

8th grade so this school holds a special place in my heart.  I have two guinea pigs, 

a parakeet and a dog at home.  I love to read, travel, play games, go to plays and 

musicals and watch TV when my brain needs a break.  I particularly enjoy medical 

dramas.  

 

Please feel free to email me anytime and I will get back to you as soon as I can.   

 

Theme for the year:  In the classroom mistakes are expected, respected, 

inspected and corrected.  

 

To start the year each student in Middle school created a “Graph of Me.” They had 

to answer true/false questions about themselves and use those answers to plot 

points on the graph. Some were very similar and others were completely 

different.  Please see some of the examples below.  

 

Grade 5: Students in Grade 5 have just finished their first unit about decimal 

numbers and place value with those numbers.  We had fun applying decimals to 

real life situations to compare decimals to the thousandths place. We will be 

moving to adding and subtracting decimals and different strategies to that.  

 

Grade 6: Grade 6 just finished reviewing topics they learned last year adding, 

subtracting, multiplying and dividing decimals and fractions. In the next unit we 

will be diving into the world of negative numbers! 

 

Grade 7: We have been working on rates and ratios, and proportional and 

nonproportional relationships. We are also starting into Pre-algebra topics such as 

slope and how that connects with rates and ratios.   
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Grade 8: In Grade 8 we have been introduced to rational numbers, exponents and 

roots.  Algebra topics are slowly introduced in the next unit when we start working 

with variables.  

 

Algebra: So many steps!  We are working on multi-step equations and 

remembering to keep our equations balanced on both sides.  We are almost done 

with our 2nd unit! 
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ELA – Mr. Phelps 

 

 

Hello!  My name is Adam Phelps and I am the new Language Arts teacher at 

Eastford School for grades 5 through 8.  All grades are starting this year with 

independent reading.   

 

Fifth graders are learning narrative writing, while sixth and seventh graders are 

learning personal narrative.   

 

Eighth graders are focusing on persuasive and 

argumentative writing.  Specifically, eighth graders are learning how to use and 

cite sources to make a logical argument.   

 

All grades are working on attention grabbing techniques to help them become 

stronger writers. 

 

Over the course of the year, students will become stronger, more skillful writers 

and more fluent readers. 
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Science News – Mrs. Mead 

The intermediate and middle school science classes are off to a great start!  The upper 

grade students are learning about cell theory, cell structure, and the microscopes used to 

view cells.  The younger grade students are learning about the different forms of energy 

and how that energy travels through systems all around us.  Students also completed a 

design challenge to create a structure with specific demands and certain constraints.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advice to start the year off well! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 “Can you hear me now?”, asked the cicada. 

 

 



Eastford Elementary School Newsletter  October 2021 
  Page 23 of 31 

Engineering & Design Challenge: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Previewing our new books in Grade 3 
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Some days you just look like your lunch! 
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Social Studies News – Mr. Kernan  

Grade 5 

 

In grade 5, students have begun their year by being introduced to the early 

Americas.  This dive into Native American culture, both in North America and 

South America, will allow students to build knowledge that they will use over the 

next several years to understand the history of the United States.  We have 

recently begun learning about the Aztecs and Mayans. 

 

We also have been reading the novel The Diary of Jasper Jonathan Pierce.  This 

novel chronicles the passage of a young boy across the Atlantic on the Mayflower 

and into the unknown New World.  The class has been excited to learn about the 

trials and tribulations of young Jasper. 

 

We have been building geography content into our work.  We have identified 

where the 13 colonies will be and soon we will be identifying the countries of 

Central America. 

 

Grades 6 - 8 

 

In our upper middle school grades, we have been working on building 

understanding of Ancient China, Japan, and the Mongols. Our guiding question is,  

“How do societies preserve order?” Through each lesson, we’ve used this lens to 

distinguish different qualities of societal order.  Students have also demonstrated 

the ability to locate different mountain ranges, bodies of water, and countries that 

make up Asia.   

 

Students are listening to the book Inside Out and Back Again. This novel by 

Thanhha Lai is about a young girl named Hà. Hà and her family lived in South 

Vietnam at the end of the Vietnam War. This story follows her journey from 

Vietnam to being a refugee and finally living in the United States after the fall of 

Saigon.   

 

 

 

 

http://brewminate.com/early-chinese-dynasties/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Media Center – Mrs. Bibeault & Mrs. Boyd 

 

Hello from the Media Center! I am super 

excited to be in the library this year and to be 

working with staff and students to integrate 

even more technology into the already 

fabulous learning that is happening at EES! 

Thus far my technology focus has been about getting classroom 

equipment working smoothly for teachers, i.e., smartboards, 

projectors, printing to copiers, document cameras, iPads and MacAirs, to name a 

few. The preschoolers have been ACTIVE in the library as they learned about book 

care. Both the preschoolers and kindergarteners are using their homemade library 

bags to keep their library books safe. 

 

 

The kindergarteners were excited about coming to the 

library for the first time! They did a fabulous job of 

returning their library books their first time borrowing! 

 

In grade one, the students were showing off their 

awesome book handling skills and working with a 

buddy when using a shelf marker.  

 

Grade two students were happy to be able to come to the library once again and 

were quickly choosing books! They are exploring lots of books in the Early Reader 

and Juvenile Fiction sections. 

  

When grade 3 and combined students from grades 3 and 4 came to visit the 

library, they practiced signing in on the Chromebooks and navigating to the 

library webpage. A trip around the library showcased where students could find 

the great books they might be searching for. 

 

 

Fifth graders have been learning how to navigate the online catalog to 

find interesting books and learning how books are organized in the 

library.  

 

Grade 6 learned about the online catalog and is using it to look up 

books of interest. They also tried out the new Jam Board using clues 

to search for specific books. They are such smart cookies that they 

found all the books! 

 

Grade 7 started learning about the Dewey Decimal System so they 

can better understand how the books are arranged. 
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The eighth graders showed off their library skills through a Kahoot quiz. They too 

are learning about the Dewey Decimal system and how it can assist them in 

finding information quickly and accurately. 

 

Library check out policy: 

Pk - grade 1 – One book out at a time. Books are due back each 

week on library day. 

 

Grades 2 - 4 – Up to two books out at a time. Books are due back 

each week on library day unless a student requests to renew. 

 

Grades 5-8 – two books out at a time unless more are needed for a 

class project. Books are checked out for 2 weeks and can be 

renewed as needed.  

 

Library books are school property and therefore need to be handled appropriately. 

According to school policy, lost or damaged books will need to be paid for or 

replaced with a new copy.  

 

Help your child look up their next read by using the online catalog. 

https://www.eastfordct.org/domain/110 

 

Please contact me, mbibeault@eastfordct.org, if you have any questions or 

suggestions.  

 

 

Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge 

 

Congratulations to those students who participated in the 

Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge!   

  Madyson Lynch 

       Grace Moore 

Mckenna Tacy 

Allie Beausoleil 

Isla Reiner 

Wesley DePercio  

 

 

https://efel.agverso.com/home?cid=efel&lid=efel
https://www.eastfordct.org/domain/110
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Physical Education – Mr. Bridgewater 

 
 

 

I hope everyone is starting to enjoy the fall weather! Be sure to take advantage of 

the few nice days left and get outside for some nature hikes, bike rides or corn 

mazes before the cold really sets in.  

Grades 3-8 are finishing up their fitness testing. I plan on doing another test 

sometime in the Spring, so students can track their progress. We also just finished 

learning soccer skills across all the grades and are getting into some football for 

the older grades and some tossing, throwing, and catching for the younger ones. 

PreK is still working on space awareness and body movements. We should start 

volleyball by the end of the month for the older grades as well. I just ask that you 

make sure your child has sneakers during PE days for all grade levels.  

 

Grade 5 has health for the first time and we are learning about personal health 

care. In grade 6, we are in the middle of the nutrition unit. Grade 7 is focusing on 

building character. While grade 8 is learning about all the different body systems. 

If your child has questions with any of the topics, the lesson PowerPoints can be 

found on their health google classroom.  

 

Thank you and enjoy your month! 

 
 



Eastford Elementary School Newsletter  October 2021 
  Page 29 of 31 



Eastford Elementary School Newsletter  October 2021 
  Page 30 of 31 

 
 



Eastford Elementary School Newsletter  October 2021 
  Page 31 of 31 

 

 


